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DEC 3, 1927 - APR 18, 2020

oseph S. Lazzaro, 92, died at his home in Westvale on April 18
surrounded by family.

Joe was born in Syracuse on December 3, 1927, to John and Rose (Giarratano) Lazzaro, and he
lived in Syracuse his entire life. Joe was the epitome of the self-made man. He lost both parents
by age 14, but he persevered. He attended Christian Brothers Academy on a football scholarship
and joined the Navy in 1945. He received an honorable discharge in 1947 at war’s end, then
became a skilled carpenter and an equally skilled dancer. In fact, it was at a community dance that
Joe met his future wife, Josephine Romano, whom he married in 1951, and who survives him.
(Their prowess on the dance floor has become the stuff of legend!)

Joe and his brother, John, became business partners and were successful in both the building and
demolition trades. They formed Lazzaro Brothers, General Contractors, in the 1960’s, and
eventually built Cliffside Mobile Home Park in Jamesville. During this time, Joe and John were
two of the principals responsible for bringing the Syracuse Blazers hockey team to town. Joe
remained active with the Blazers throughout their existence and was one of their most vocal and
passionate cheerleaders!

Joe faced many challenges in his lifetime, but none was as formidable as the cliff that threatened
the livelihood of Cliffside Park in 1982. Realizing that the safety and security of his family and the
families who lived in the park were at stake, Joe took the dangerous part of the cliff down, boulder
by boulder. It was all in a day’s work for Joe, but the Syracuse Newspapers thought otherwise and
dubbed him, “Cliff-Killer Lazzaro” Through that challenge, as well as others thrown his way, Joe
was steadfastly supported by Josie, his favorite dance partner as well as life partner. She lovingly
stood by his side for 70 years, including the last few difficult ones during which she cared for him
with unflinching devotion and, of course, delicious food!

Along with love for his wife and the great pride he took in his work and achievements, Joe
experienced enormous joy in his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Nothing
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mattered more in his life. He is survived by his children, Kathleen Lazzaro Pickard (James),
Joseph M. Lazzaro (Lorraine Riedl), and Jodi Lazzaro Wadach (Don Winters), who will remember
him as an incredibly great and generous force in their lives.

Also surviving him are his six grandchildren whom he deeply loved. They all fondly remember
his steadfast attendance at every band concert, every theatrical adventure, every athletic event,
every anything they were involved in -- it didn’t matter, Grandpa was always there, and they loved
him for it. They are: Joseph M. Lazzaro (Danielle), Kellen Wadach (Brooke), Christina Pickard
(Tim Robathan), William Lazzaro (Cynthia), Jeremy Pickard (Lani Fu), and Kate Wadach Williams
(Rob).

Joe was fortunate to be able to welcome eleven great-grandchildren. And although his health was
failing considerably, they brought him much joy. They are: Juliana Lazzaro; Jack and Audrey
Wadach; Alba and Lilia Robathan; Ava, Callie, and Isabelle Lazzaro, and Henry, Claire, and
Thomas Williams. (According to one of them, Grandpa is now “floating on a puffy white cloud.’)

Joe also is survived by two sisters, Lucille Gatto (Ron) and Marguerite Di Chiera, as well as many
nieces and nephews.

A graveside memorial service and joyous celebration of the life of an amazing man, Joseph S.
Lazzaro, will be held on Saturday, July 10, 2021 at 10:30 am with military honors by the Naval
Honor Guard, in section 30 of Assumption Cemetery, 2401 Court St, Syracuse, NY 13208 (look for
royal blue tent). A luncheon will follow the services.

You are welcome to honor Joe by contributing to a charity that would be meaningful to him. We
suggest Clear Path for Veterans (clearpath4vets.com), All Faiths Food Pantry, 406 Court Street,
Syracuse, NY 13208, or St. Jude Children’s Hospital (stjude.org).
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Graveside Service

= saturday, July 10, 2021
(® 10:30 AMET

@ Assumption Cemetery
2401 Court Street, Syracuse NY 13208

Cemetery Details

@ Assumption Cemetery
2401 Court Street, Syracuse NY 13208

Q, 454-3841
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=43.083199,-76.138333
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John And Paulette Fortino posted:

I grew up living next door to uncle Joey and aunt Josie. Loved hanging out at their house and being
with my cousins when the kids were little Uncle Joey was like a stern face uncle but a real softy at
heart. He is the last of my moms brothers that she was close with and helped raise after the parents
died. He will be missed. Glad we could see his funeral today John and | both watched with our
tablets. Again we are so sorry for all of his big family. Love to you all

April 22 at 1:29 PM

Anonymous sent a Fruit Abounds to the Lazzaro family.

April 21at10:51 AM

Alice G lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

i
April 21 at 10:40 AM o :

Robert Lazzaro posted:

My only regret is | didn't know my uncle until my 20’'s. We really met when he brought hockey to
Syracuse. | enjoyed that he made Barb and | part of that, especially returning to your house for
coffee, desert and stories. | realized what an awesome man he was when | worked for him at the
mobile home park. He was tough, opinionated but generous. It truly was his way or the highway
during work hours but always doing anything he could do to help you become the person you should
be. He had a humor that was a typical Lazzaro and will be missed.Bob & Barb Lazzaro

April 21at10:01 AM
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Don Winters posted:

My thoughts are with each of you as you move through this difficult time. | only knew Joe for a small
fraction of his many years, but | will forever be grateful for that time and experience. Joe's strength,
personality, and demeanor put me quickly at ease. He was a man that | trusted to measure each
person on their individual merit. Among my memories of Joe, two stand above the others. The first
recalls the sometimes spirited Sunday dinners at Willumae Drive. | find myself smiling whenever |
remember Joe always asking me if | needed some red pepper for my sauce. | was always warmed by
the feeling of inclusion that his “pepper-pushing” elicited. Another event that | think of often also took
place at Willumae Drive. Joe and | were out in the garage working on some changes to a kitchen
cabinet. | was trying to fit a piece into the cabinet, and Joe leaned over my shoulder and said, "you
work close.” When someone you respect compliments your work, the gesture carries special
meaning. Even as the new guy, Joe always had a way of making me feel welcome.Don Winters

April 21 at 9:18 AM

@ James Pickard April 22 at 3:29 PM
Don, I've always considered myself honored about the pepper too. We share a lot in common.

Gail Parkinson posted:

Joe, Danielle, Juliana and the entire family - so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to you at this sad time. May you find a time to celebrate his life and your love for one another.Gail
Parkinson and George Snyder

April 20 at 1:53 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Joseph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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